
 

September 2007 

Regular Meeting 
Dates 

October 18 τ 7 pm τ 
Guest speaker will be 
Jeff Holder of Dover 
Borough who is a Civil 
War re-enactor.  He 
will discuss the occu-
pation of Dover during 
the war. 

Nov. 15  τ 7 pm τ 
election of officers and 
Board of Directors 

Dec. τ no meeting 

All meetings are being 
held at Dover UCC on 
W. Canal Street, Dover 
until further notice.  
Please come and show 
your support for pre-
serving our Dover his-
tory! 

The Greater Dover 
Historical Society, Inc  

Pathways 
By Lucia Hrinyak 

 
L Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŘƳƛǘΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊŀŘ [ŜƴǘȊΣ 
Dover Borough manager, was out early in the week of September 16, I immediately thought that our 
project was doomed, at least for the time being. The hammering of rain on a metal roof early Saturday 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀƴƛŎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ  IŀŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻƎ 
followed by clear skies? Take a look at the freshly laid brick paths at the GDHS storage shed, and you will 
know that my concerns were for naught, as they so often are. 
 
.ǊŀŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ƳƛŘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ŎǊǳǎƘŜǊ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ 
the underpinnings essential to the successful laying of a brick path.  He and I filled numerous five gallon 
buckets with these materials and loaded them into my pickup where they were stored until project day. 
 
Saturday morning, September 22, after the very isolated shower had passed through several hours 
earlier, a half dozen volunteers gathered at the GDHS storage shed for what was to be a long but 
successful work day.  Tools scattered  about  - a socket set, a circular saw, a mason line,  a sledge hammer 
just to name a few -  would strongly suggest that GDHS members could open a tool rental business. 
 
The preparation building stage of the brick path from the storage shed side door to the macadam 
walkway progressed fairly smoothly until a buried stump surfaced.  Not to be deterred, Randy Worley 
yanked out the recalcitrant stump with his ever faithful truck and chain. By the time the second stump 
made its appearance, the work day was well underway and with it had come sore muscles and aching 
joints.  The consensus quickly reached by the brick layers was to leave the stump in place as an artistic 
and surprise element in the walkway. 
 
The most rewarding step in the project was the placing of the bricks which slowly took on the appearance 
of a basket weave pattern. A final sweep of fine sand into the cracks and the path was complete.  As a 
bonus, volunteers laid a rustic brick path through the garden at the back of the building. 
 
Volunteering can bring unexpected rewards. As we gathered around the picnic table in the park for our 
well deserved lunch break, we noted a family poking around the storage shed.  I investigated and 
discovered that they were geocaching. Geocaching is an outdoor treasure hunting game in which players 
use a Global Positioning System (GPS) to play a form of hide and seek, searching for containers hidden 
anywhere in the world.  This family was 
hunting intently for the clue we had just 
removed, the GDHS sign which had stood 
behind the shed but was now stored in the 
rafters of the building.  A quick look at the 
sign gave them the clues necessary to move 
them along in their quest. Our society 
members assisted them in their game and 
introduced them to their local historical 
society. We, on the other hand, learned 
about geocaching, an adventure game for 
young and old alike. Hmm. Anyone know 
where I can purchase a hand held GPS 
device? 
 



2007 Nominations for Board of Directors and Officers  
At our September 16 regular meeting, President Madelyn Shermeyer appointed the following members to the nominating com-
mittee: 

Ron Botterbusch 292-7894 
Jeff Koch  292-6223 
Lori Koch  292-6223 

 
Elections for the following offices will be held at our November 15 meeting: 
 

President ς 1 year term 
Vice President ς 1 year term 

Secretary ς 1 year term 
Treasurer ς 1 year term 
Historian ς 1 year term 

Board of Directors ς 2 year term / 2 members 
 

If any GDHS member is interested in running for any of the offices listed above, please contact one of the committee members no 
later than October 14.  Copies of the job descriptions for each office may be obtained by contacting President Madelyn Shermeyer 
at 292-2018. 

 
Blacksmithing Alive and Well 

 

/ƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ Ǉƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀŘŜΗ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 5ƻǾŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ .ƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ 
Shop will be open to the public the second Saturday of the month from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in Septem-
ber, October and November.  Following a winter break, activity will resume in March 2008. The Blacksmith 

Shop is located in Alda Ketterman Park along Butter Road in Dover Borough. Ted Ziegler, our in-house black-
smith, will be working at the forge and will happily share his knowledge of the trade with visitors. Hand 

forged articles will be available for purchase.  

     

FINAL ADOPT A HIGHWAY LITTER PICKUP OF THE YEAR 
 

Saturday, October 20, 8:00 a. m. (Rain date - Sat., Oct. 27) 
 

Meeting place is at GDS Controls, 5301 Carlisle Rd. (intersection of  Temple School Rd.) 
 

Approximate collection time is 2 hrs. 
 

Please contact Lucia Hrinyak at 717 308-2158 or at loosh45@comcast.net to participate in this worthwhile 
community event. 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴ 
By Madelyn Shermeyer 

 
 The year 2007 will soon be ending and for the GDHS, WHAT A YEAR!  The years of 2005/06 saw the rebuilding of the 
Blacksmith Shop.  So many volunteer hours accrued in 2005/06 were hours spent on this undertaking. It is truly remarkable that a 
group of volunteers in an organization could accomplish a project such as this. Yes, we did have Ken Brown overseeing our ef-
forts, but as Ken said, these GDHS volunteers are truly workers; sometimes organizations have too many supervisors and not 
enough workers. With the GDHS volunteers, it was all about having workers. 
 On April 29, 2007, an Open House was held at the Blacksmith Shop.  All of the donors were invited, and those attending 
were given a memento which was forged in the Blacksmith Shop.  Without all the donations, from bricks to food, this project 
could not have been accomplished. 
 On June 2, 2007, the Dedication of the Blacksmith Shop took place in conjunction with the Dedication of the Alda Ketter-
man Park.  Such a beautiful day with so many attending 
and Smithy Ziegler at the forge made the occasion so much more memorable. 
 In the coming year the GDHS hopes to sponsor a craft festival at the Blacksmith Shop site.  The society has a couple of 
fund raisers planned such as the sale of calendars with scenes of the Dover area and note paper with a pen and ink sketch of the 
Blacksmith Shop. 
 The society continues to receive articles from the Dover area for the archives and encourages further donations from 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ άŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘƛŎǎέ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ 5ƻǾŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘǳǎ ŦŀǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ hand 
implements, a horse drawn road drag used on Dover Township dirt roads, and an engraved knife from the Dover Borough Dover 
Bakery. 
 hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 
been donated.  Hopefully this museum would be used not just by adults but by children who would gain knowledge about how 
numerous items were used in an earlier era. 
 With the new year approaching, the GDHS will be entering into its 7th year of existence, and with this new year comes 
the installation of Officers and two members of the Board of Directors.  In this newsletter there is an application for anyone that 
is interested in serving as an Officer or Board Member.  Please look over the list of offices; if interested in serving, please call one 
of the following society members: Ron Botterbusch at 292-7894 or Jeff or Lori Koch at 292-6223, all members of the GDHS nomi-
nating committee. If anyone has a question regarding the duties for any of the listed offices, please call Madelyn Shermeyer at 
292-2018. 
*********************************************************************************************************  

D5I{ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǾŜǊ CƛǊŜƳŜƴΩǎ CŀƛǊ 
By Kay Stitley and Lois Slothower 

 
 ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 5ƻǾŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ όD5I{ύ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǾŜǊ CƛǊŜƳŜƴΩǎ CŀƛǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ м ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇπ
tember 8. 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ WŀƴŜǘ aȅŜǊǎ {ŎƘǿŀƭƳ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
Dover resident and now resides in Langhorne, Pennsylvania.  Jacob Joner Society items, also on display, included a table flag with 
ŦƻǊǘȅ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀǊǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ƴŀƳŜ Ǉƛƴǎ ǿƻǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŘŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфплΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ōƻȄ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄΦ          
 Some of the items available for sale were the Blacksmith Shop replicas, the jail and carousel replicas from the township, 
handmade wares forged by Ted Ziegler, our in house blacksmith, and photos of the old Blacksmith Shop.  The Society took in over 
$350 as interested visitors were eager to take a piece of history home with them.  
 !ŘŘƛƴƎ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ 5ƻǾŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǊ ƎƻŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
event attracted three new members. Each new member represents another individual who supports keeping history alive.        
 As usual we spoke with many people who had questions concerning Dover and the area.  Several inquired about the 
Indian tribes (Iroquois and Susquehannock) who inhabited the area.  Seeing a picture of the Dover Cigar Factory, several inquiries 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻǿΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜs 
in the archives. 
  As in the past, many members volunteered hours (234 total) to help make this a successful week.  Thank you to all who 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǾŜǊ CƛǊŜƳŜƴΩǎ CŀƛǊΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ 
 

Kay Stitley, Co-chair, Lois Slothower, Co-chair, Carol Leathery, Co-chair 
 



October Blacksmith Shop Demonstration 

By Jo Ott 

άDƻƻŘ ƧƻōΗέ  ά±ŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦέ  ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ 
guests who attended the BLACKSMITH SHOP open demonstration on Saturday, September 8, 2007.  
 GDHS volunteer and resident smithy, Ted Ziegler, and his assistant, Shannon Smith, kept visitors inter-
ested by demonstrating how they make cup holders and explaining their process to the onlookers.  Ted de-

scribed in detail the ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŀƴǾƛƭ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

to enable the smithy to create, or forge, the hot metal into a useful item.  Using some of the many different 
blacksmith tools in the shop, the two artisans hammered, chiseled, and, using various types of tongs, twisted 
and turned the rod of hot iron held by the vise into the finished product. 
 {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŘΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŜǎΣ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΦ 
 Among the more than a dozen visitors were Dan Robinette who brought along his grandson, Alex 
Robinette, and George Emig and Gloria Marley.  Lester and Julia Walker from the West Manchester Historical 
Society stopped by.  So did Charlie Zimmerman, James Ware, Shannon Smith and Bob Crist from Hellam 
Township. 
 Two of the visitors, Joe Becker and David Lease, from New Oxford, are WWII re-enactors .  Joe is the 
owner of an auto body shop and David is a retired Hanover Police Department detective sergeant.  Most of 
the re-enactments take place at the Mid-Atlantic Air Museum next to the Reading Airport and more informa-
tion about the museum or the re-ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ WƻŜ ŀǘ 
 717-624-2518.   
 Joe Becker has more than just a passing interest in blacksmithing.  His great-grandfather was a black-
smith in New Oxford, and he has a nephew whose great-grandfather was a blacksmith in Hanover.  You can 
talk to him about his military roles and about his great-ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƳƛǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƻǇŜƴ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀπ
tion Ted holds on October 13, 2007 from 10:00 until 2:00.  Joe hopes to return then.   
 The final session for this year will be November 10, and Ted will be back in the shop the second Satur-
day of each month starting March 2008. 
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